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(cancelled) 



2. 
me 
line, i 



(previously presented) A method as recited in claim 4 wherein the first Hansmission 

. is oue selected fiotn the group consisting of a network communications line, a fiberoptic 



. a telephone line. 



3 (pra^usly pi^ented) A metHod as recited in claim 4 wherein the second transmission 
medium is one elected 6om the group consisting of a network commuorications line, a fiberoptic 
line, and a telepholae line. 



4. (currently amen^d) A method for a utility provider to process information relating to 

usage of a utility* comprismg: 
receiving a utility 

the usage of tile utiUtybyacu^er, wherein the utility reading is received froma^ 

location awoss a first transmissioAmedium; 

receiving address informatioii associated with a location of the smart meter; 

determining an amount after lii^ving the utility reading, wherein the amount is 
determined using the receaved utility reading; and 

transmitting the amount tons e c ea 
after determining the amount, the amount beii^ 
a second transmission medium, wherein the seco: 
payment of the amount by the customer. 



f ^„ritr illreptivto institution 

to the second ranote location across 
location is arranged to effect a 



r transmitted 1 



L remote] 



5. (original)Amethodasredtedinclaim4fuitherinbl^>dingre^ 
code being arranged to identify the units associated with flieiiti^ reading. 

6 (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 4 whe^transmitting the amount to 
the second remote location across a second transmission medium inoi;i4es Ixansmittmg 1he 
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a^across a global tel«.onununications network, the global telecon«nuiucations network 
beingStge^^ perform clearance and settlement transactions. 

7 (original) A^^Sb^ecited in claim 6 further indudixig generating a credit message 
using the amo^t, wherein tra^^Jt&iiAe amount to the second remote location mcludes 
transmitting the credit message to the i^M^ote location. 

8 (original) A method as recited in claim 6 to^b^luding generating a detoit message 
using the amount, wherein transmitting flxe amount to thelbsQnd remote location includes 
transmitting the debit message to the second remote location. 

9, _ 19. (cancelled) 

20. (^t«:^y amended) A system for processing a utility usage transaction, the system 
comprising: 

autilitymeteT^^S^ty meter being arranged to generate ameasure of usage of a utihty. 

a processing center^^ladto receive the measure of the utihty from the utUity metering 
mechanism ..,..1.te .nriceir^n,. ^. i .re the processing center Either 

being arranged to director effect a credit tranSStio^a debit transaction associated wxth the 
tumi.ui'cof<hontitit3' the Price, whereby said ulilitj^transaction is processed 
automatically; and 

a communication device arranged to transmit the measure of usage to the processmg 

center, 

21 . - 28. (cancelled) 

29. (^s,So«rfyT«^sSti^^ 

30. (cancelled) 

31. (cancelled) 
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32. ^^y^^^.^Si ^^'-^^^' ^ ^■ r >^ ^*^*8»«^"'y' 



I 

I 
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